
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women won the right to vote in 1920, the right to serve alongside men in the military in 
1948, and the right to equal pay in 1963—and the past 50 years have been just as 
influential when it comes to achievements made by women. Since 1969, women have 
launched into space, released some of the most popular music of all time, and made lasting 
impacts on political and judicial systems worldwide. In honor of history's most 
extraordinary ladies, we've rounded up some of the amazing achievements women have 
made every year for the past five decades. 
 
1969: Ivy League schools start accepting female students 
Before 1969, women weren't allowed to attend Ivy League universities. Both Yale and 
Princeton were the first Ivy League institutions to accept women in the fall of 1969. 
Dartmouth didn't accept women until 1972, while the last all-male Ivy League, 
Columbia, didn't accept women until 1983. 
  
1970: Betty Friedan leads the Women's Strike for Equality march 
As one of the leading figures in the second wave of American feminism, Betty Friedan made 
a lot of strides for women in the '60s and '70s. And on the 50th anniversary of women's 
suffrage, she organized and led the Women's Strike for Equality to "raise awareness about 
gender discrimination." It was reported that tens of thousands of American women took 
the day to abandon "their husbands, their desks, their typewriters, and their waitress 
stations" to march in major cities. 
 
1971: Gloria Steinem and Patricia Carbine create Ms. 
Ms. is an American feminist magazine that first appeared in 1971 as an insert in New 
York magazine. As the brainchild of Gloria Steinem and Patricia Carbine (among other 
prominent feminists), the publication of this paper came at a time where most female-
marketed magazines only gave advice about traditional, sexist female roles in terms of 
"finding a husband, saving marriages, raising babies, or using the right cosmetics." The 
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paper sold out nationwide in practically a week and has since become its own staple 
magazine. 
 
1972: Katharine Graham is named the first female Fortune 500 CEO 
Katharine Graham made history after she inherited The Washington Post from her 
father, Eugene Meyer, and assumed the presidency following her husband's death in 1963. 
After leading the paper through some pivotal eras, including publishing the Pentagon 
Papers and breaking the Watergate scandal, Graham took over as the chief executive 
officer of the Washington Post Company—which made her the first female CEO of a 
Fortune 500 company. 
 
1973: Billie Jean King defeats Bobby Riggs in the "Battle of the Sexes" 
Back in the '70s, women's sports were still treated as less than but tennis player Billie Jean 
King sought to close the gender gap in this groundbreaking match. Male tennis 
player, Bobby Riggs, garnered major media attention for "slamming the quality of women's 
tennis and demanding to face its top players." King agreed to a winner-take-all match, and 
more than 30,000 people came to watch King prove herself by beating Riggs in the "Battle 
of the Sexes." 
 
1974: Isabel Martínez de Perón becomes the first female president in the world 
As her husband, and then-president of Argentina, Juan Perón, was dying from heart disease, 
wife Isabel Martinez de Peron was sworn in as the leader of the South American country in 
1975. This made her not only the first female head of state in the Western Hemisphere but 
also the first female president in the entire world. 
 
1975: Sharon Crews becomes the first female African American weather anchor on 
television 
After going to school in North Carolina, Sharon Crews sought to make history with WGPR-
TV, the world's first black-owned-and-operated television station. In 1975, the studio was 
started in Detroit, Michigan, and Crews was named the first African American female 
weather anchor on American television. 
 
1976: Barbara Walters becomes the first female nightly network news anchor 
At a time when three major networks—ABC, CBS, and NBC—provided the backbone of most 
of America's information, Barbara Walters made history. In 1976, Walters was hired by ABC 
Evening News for a whopping $1 million a year to serve as the first woman to anchor a 
nightly newscast. And during a press conference that centered around why she was getting 
paid so highly for a woman at the time, Variety reported that Walters "refused to condemn 
herself for taking the fee that was offered," paving the way for unapologetic women in the 
workplace. 
 
 
 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Katharine-Graham
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Katharine-Graham
https://www.biography.com/news/battle-of-the-sexes-true-story-facts
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/isabela-peron-takes-office-as-argentine-president
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Isabel-Peron
https://www.nytimes.com/1975/09/30/archives/black-tv-station-opens-in-detroit-wgpr-believed-to-be-first.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1975/09/30/archives/black-tv-station-opens-in-detroit-wgpr-believed-to-be-first.html
https://variety.com/2017/tv/features/barbara-walters-abc-tv-news-1202379901/
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1977: Janet Guthrie becomes the first woman to race in the Indianapolis 500 
Janet Guthrie has been called a "trailblazer for women in motorsports." While she worked 
as a research and development engineer at Republic Aviation, Guthrie bought a 1953 Jaguar 
XK120 M coupe, the car that sparked her racing passion. She began racing in the Sports Car 
Club of America's driver's school and was racing full time by 1972. And in 1977, she became 
the first woman to qualify and compete in one of racing's biggest events, the Indianapolis 
500. 
 
1978: Mary Clarke becomes the first woman promoted to Major General in the U.S. Army 
Mary Clarke was the first woman to ever attain the rank of Major General in the U.S. Army 
in 1978. She first enlisted in the Women's Army Corps at age 20, right before the end 
of World War II, according to the Army's website. Prior to making history, Clarke served as 
the director of the Women's Army Corps for three years until the service was dissolved and 
women were integrated into standard armed forces. By the time she retired in 1981, Clarke 
had served in the U.S. military for 36 years—the longest service of any woman at the time, 
according to the New York State Senate's "Women of Distinction" exhibit. 
 
1979: Susan B. Anthony becomes the first woman honored on a U.S. coin 
Women's rights activist Susan B. Anthony was the first woman ever to appear on a U.S. 
circulating coin in 1979. President Jimmy Carter signed the Susan B. Anthony Dollar Coin 
Act into law in 1978 and the coins were minted the following year, replacing the dollar coins 
featuring former President Dwight D. Eisenhower. The honor came more than 70 years 
after Anthony's death. 
 
1980: Women's History Week is officially recognized 
Before there was an entire month dedicated to women's history, women were fighting to 
just get a week of recognition. The first unofficial Women's History Week was celebrated in 
1978 by a school district in Sonoma, California. Following numerous unofficial celebrations 
and lobbying led by the National Women's History Project, Jimmy Carter issued 
a presidential proclamation in 1980 to officially recognize the week of March 8 as Women's 
History Week. In 1987, the proclamation was amended to designate the entire month of 
March as Women's History Month. 
 
1981: Sandra Day O'Connor becomes the first female Supreme Court Justice 
Sandra Day O'Connor graduated from Stanford Law School in 1952 and served as 
Arizona's assistant attorney general until 1969. Following years of work as a State Senator 
and a judge, O'Connor was appointed to the Supreme Court by President Ronald Reagan in 
1981. There had been 101 justices appointed to the Court before her—all of them men. 
O'Connor served until her retirement in 2006. 
 
1982: Alice Walker becomes the first black woman to win the Pulitzer Prize for fiction 
In 1982, Alice Walker released The Color Purple, one of the most influential works in 
modern literary history. The novel quickly became a best-seller, and Walker won 

https://www.automotivehalloffame.org/honoree/janet-guthrie/
https://bestlifeonline.com/world-war-2-facts/
https://history.army.mil/html/books/030/30-14-1/cmhPub_30-14.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/article/attachment/women_of_distinction_in_new_york_states_history_0.pdf
https://bestlifeonline.com/women-i-voted-susan-b-anthony-grave/
https://susanb.org/susan-b-anthony-dollar/
https://susanb.org/susan-b-anthony-dollar/
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/womens-history-month
https://www.womenshistory.org/events/womens-history-month
https://jwa.org/media/president-carters-proclamation-of-national-womens-history-week
https://worldjusticeproject.org/about-us/who-we-are/honorary-chairs/sandra-day_oconnor
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/oconnor-takes-seat-on-supreme-court
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the Pulitzer Prize for fiction, becoming the first black woman to earn the prestigious honor. 
Since its release, the book has sold more than five million copies and was turned into a film 
by Steven Spielberg, as well as a Broadway hit musical. 
 
1983: Sally Ride becomes the first American woman in space 
Sally Ride was selected as an astronaut candidate by NASA in 1978, the same year she 
earned her doctorate in physics from Stanford University. It was also the first year NASA 
had accepted women into its class. By 1979, Ride had finished her astronaut training and 
was eligible for assignment, according to NASA. 
 
In 1983, she was delegated to mission STS-7 on the space shuttle Challenger. When it 
launched into the stratosphere on April 4, 1983, Ride became the first American woman to 
go to space. (The first woman in space was Russian cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova in 
1963.) 
 
1984: Joan Benoit wins the first women's Olympic marathon 
Until 1984, the Olympic Games did not feature a women's marathon event. The men's 
marathon, however, had been featured since 1896. Some 90 years later, the first women's 
marathon was held at the 1984 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles, California. The race 
included 50 competitors from 28 countries, but it was Joan Benoit who finished first, 
winning a gold medal for the U.S. in the historic event. 
 
1985: Penny Harrington becomes the first female Police Chief of a major U.S. city 
Penny Harrington's 1985 appointment as Chief of the Portland Police Bureau made her the 
first woman to head a major police department in the U.S. Harrington started her police 
career in 1964, nearly 20 years before becoming chief. Unfortunately, she was pushed out 
of her role after just 18 months. But Harrington went on to create the National Center for 
Women & Policing, an organization dedicated to bringing more women into the police force 
and helping them gain promotions within it.  
 
1986: Ann Bancroft becomes the first woman to complete a trek to the North Pole 
At the age of 29, Ann Bancroft of Scandia, Minnesota, became the first woman to 
complete an expedition to the North Pole in 1986. Traveling only by sled and foot, the trip 
took her 56 days to complete. 
 
Seven years later, Bancroft led an all-female expedition to the South Pole, making her the 
first woman to make expeditions to both the North and South Poles. And in 2001, she 
became one of the first women to cross Antarctica with her trekking partner Liv Arnesen. 
 
1987: Aretha Franklin becomes the first woman inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame Two decades after the release of her 1967 hit album, I Never Loved a Man the Way I 
Love You, Aretha Franklin became the first woman to be inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame. Out of 15 inductees, the "queen of soul" was the only woman to receive the 

https://www.pulitzer.org/winners/alice-walker
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/ride_sally.pdf
https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_2533.html
https://www.nasa.gov/topics/history/features/ride_anniversary.html
https://www.history.com/news/the-olympic-marathons-outlandish-early-history
https://www.history.com/news/the-olympic-marathons-outlandish-early-history
https://www.olympic.org/videos/joan-benoit-wins-the-first-women-s-marathon-gold
https://cops.usdoj.gov/html/dispatch/03-2017/history_of_women_in_LE.html
http://womenandpolicing.com/
http://womenandpolicing.com/
https://www.minnpost.com/community-voices/2011/05/remembering-north-pole-trek-1986-and-looking-forward-anniversary-celebratio/
https://www.twincities.com/2013/11/30/ann-bancroft-has-trekked-to-both-poles-but-shes-at-home-in-scandia/
https://www.rockhall.com/inductees/aretha-franklin
https://www.rockhall.com/inductees/aretha-franklin
https://www.wkyc.com/article/entertainment/music/rock-hall/whos-in-the-rock-and-roll-hall-of-fame-see-the-list-of-inductees/95-125896462
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honor that year, and the only solo woman performer to be honored until LaVern Baker in 
1991. 
 
1988: Shawna Robinson becomes the first woman to win a NASCAR-sanctioned race 
In 1988, Shawna Robinson of Des Moines, Iowa, won the AC Delco 100 at the New Asheville 
Speedway, becoming the first woman ever to win a top-level, NASCAR-sanctioned race. 
Robinson was only 23 years old when she took the lead from 17 drivers in the 100-lap race. 
 
1989: Ileana Ros-Lehtinen becomes the first Hispanic woman elected to Congress 
Born in Cuba, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and her family immigrated to the U.S. when she was 
seven years old. She started her political career in 1982 as a member of the Florida House 
of Representatives before eventually joining the Florida Senate in 1986. Just three years 
later, Ros-Lehtinen was elected to Congress during a special election that took place after 
sitting Rep. Claude D. Pepper passed away. She served in that role until she retired in 2018. 
 
1990: Antonia Novello becomes the first female Surgeon General 
After earning her Master’s in Public Health from Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and 
Public Health in 1982, Antonia Novello went on to draft legislation for the Organ 
Transplantation Procurement Act of 1984. Then, in 1990, she was appointed 
by President George H.W. Bush and became the first female, as well as the first Hispanic 
U.S. Surgeon General where 13 men had served in the role before her. 
 
1991: Geraldine Morrow becomes the first female President of the American Dental 
Association The American Dental Association (ADA) is the world's oldest and largest dental 
association. And while the ADA was established in 1859, it didn't see its first female 
president until more than 100 years later. Born in Alaska, Geraldine Morrow joined the 
ADA in 1984, serving as the organization's first female trustee. In 1991, she was named 
the ADA's 128th president, making her the first woman to lead the organization. 
 
1992: Carol Moseley Braun becomes the first black woman elected to the U.S. Senate 
Carol Moseley Braun was first elected to public office in 1978, serving as a member of the 
Illinois House of Representatives for 10 years. Braun strived to bring diversity into 
democracy, and in 1991, she entered the race for Senate against Alan Dixon and Alfred 
Hofeld, winning the seat in 1992 and becoming the first black woman to hold the title of 
senator. 
 
1993: Janet Reno becomes the first female Attorney General.  
Since 1789, the U.S. Attorney General had always been male. But, in 1993, Janet Reno was 
nominated by President Bill Clinton and confirmed by the Senate soon after. 
 
Prior to her appointment, Reno had served as a staff member for the Judiciary Committee 
of the Florida House of Representatives and as a state attorney in Miami. She remained in 

https://www.wkyc.com/article/entertainment/music/rock-hall/whos-in-the-rock-and-roll-hall-of-fame-see-the-list-of-inductees/95-125896462
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1988-06-11-sp-4254-story.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/hispanic/congress/roslehtinen.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/retiring-year-ileana-ros-lehtinen-first-latina-congress-defied-stereotypes-n864456
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Antonia-Novello
https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/about/previous-surgeon-generals/index.html
https://www.ada.org/en/about-the-ada/ada-history-and-presidents-of-the-ada
https://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2017-archive/march/first-ada-female-president-dies-at-86
https://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2017-archive/march/first-ada-female-president-dies-at-86
https://jada.ada.org/article/S0002-8177%2891%2912014-9/abstract
https://history.house.gov/People/Listing/M/MOSELEY-BRAUN,-Carol-(M001025)/
https://www.justice.gov/ag/historical-bios?id=16&page=3
https://www.justice.gov/ag/bio/reno-janet
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the role of attorney general until 2001, making her time in the position the longest in the 
20th century. 
 
1995: Roberta Cooper Ramo becomes the first female President of the American Bar 
Association  After nearly 25 years in the field of law, Roberta Cooper Ramo became the first 
female President of the American Bar Association (ABA) in 1995. In 2015, she became one 
of just 76 people ever in the organization's 86-year history to receive its highest honor, 
the ABA Medal. 
 
1996: The Spice Girls' debut single "Wannabe" smashes records 
Shortly after the Spice Girls released their single "Wannabe" in 1996, it took the world by 
storm and landed in the top spot on the Billboard charts. The success was a slap in the face 
to their label, which advised against releasing the song as a single. "Wannabe" went on to 
become the biggest-selling single of all time by a female group. 
 
1997: Madeleine Albright becomes the first female Secretary of State 
After immigrating from the former Czechoslovakia with her family in her early teens in 
1948, Madeleine Albright decided politics was her calling. She started her career as 
the National Security Council's Congressional Liaison in 1978, and in 1993, Albright was 
appointed as the U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. And just four years later, she 
became the first female Secretary of State. 
 
1998: Julie Taymor becomes the first woman to win the Tony Award for Best Director 
In 1998, Julie Taymor won the Tony Award for Best Director for her work on the hit 
show.The Lion King, which went on to become the highest-grossing Broadway show of all 
time and is still playing today. 
 
1999: Nancy Ruth Mace becomes the first woman to graduate from The Citadel 
Until 1995, The Citadel, a historic military college in South Carolina, refused to allow female 
cadets. However, following a Supreme Court ruling forcing the nation's only other state-
supported military college—the Virginia Military Institute—to allow women or stop 
accepting public money, The Citadel voted to admit its first female cadets. Nancy Ruth 
Mace was admitted to the school in 1996 and, in 1999, became the first woman 
to graduate from the institution. 
 
2000: Kathleen A. McGrath becomes the first woman to command a U.S. Navy warship 
After graduating from California State University in 1975, Kathleen Anne McGrath joined 
the U.S. Navy in 1980. McGrath commanded the rescue and salvage ship Recovery from '93 
to '94, but she wasn't appointed as a combatant commander until 1998. When her ship, 
the U.S.S. Jarrett, was deployed to the Persian Gulf in 2000, McGrath became the first 
woman to command a U.S. Navy warship at sea—just six years after Congress reversed 
rules prohibiting women from serving on combat warships. 
 

https://time.com/4560375/attorney-general-janet-reno-death/
https://www.law.uchicago.edu/news/roberta-cooper-ramo-67-lifetime-exemplary-social-justice-work-kickstarted-dean
http://www.abajournal.com/magazine/article/abas_first_female_president_receives_its_highest_award
https://www.billboard.com/music/spice-girls/chart-history/HSI/song/48330
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/music/artists/heres-the-story-from-a-to-z-how-the-spice-girls-made-wannabe/
https://books.google.com/books?id=ms5wDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA272&lpg=PA272&dq=biggest+selling+debut+single+by+an+all-female+group+wannabe&source=bl&ots=nh0qog8Zlu&sig=ACfU3U0XibsNRD84Dp1s8G6yBCK6WLryZA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiv0bPmoeTiAhWKmOAKHbqlBlg4ChDoATAFegQICRAB#v=onepage&q=biggest%20selling%20debut%20single%20by%20an%20all-female%20group%20wannabe&f=false
https://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/research/nsc_staff_and_organization_1977_81
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/albright-madeleine-korbel
https://www.tonyawards.com/winners/year/1998/category/any/show/any/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/leeseymour/2017/12/18/the-lion-king-is-making-more-money-for-disney-than-star-wars/#77cc05ca1ff0
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/06/29/us/citadel-bowing-to-court-says-it-will-admit-women.html?mtrref=undefined&gwh=2B449A05C06CF536FE7F6E579249362B&gwt=pay
http://www.citadel.edu/root/whm2013-features/nancy-mace
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/captain-kathleen-mcgrath-ppp50685grm
https://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/01/us/capt-kathleen-mcgrath-50-pioneering-warship-commander.html?mtrref=undefined
http://www.uscarriers.net/ffg33history.htm
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2001: The U.S. names its first female Secretary of the Interior and Secretary of Agriculture 
Two women made history at the turn of the century. Appointed in 2001 
by President George W. Bush, Gale A. Norton from Kansas became the 48th Secretary of 
Interior, and Ann Veneman from California became the 27th Secretary of Agriculture—the 
first women to hold either position. 
 
2002: Halle Berry becomes the first black woman to win the Academy Award for Best 
Actress  By the end of 2001, 73 women had won the coveted Oscar for Best Actress. 
However, none of them were women of color. That's until Halle Berry won the award in 
2002 for her role in Monster's Ball. Nearly two decades later, she is still the only non-white 
woman to do so. 
 
2003: Shirin Ebadi becomes the first Muslim woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize 
In 2003, Shirin Ebadi made headlines for becoming the first Muslim woman—as well as the 
first Iranian—to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. As one of the first female judges in Iran, 
Ebadi served as the Tehran city court president until 1979. After that, she continued her 
career as a lawyer. She was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her "efforts for democracy 
and human rights," especially in focusing on the "struggle for the rights of women and 
children." 
 
2004: Catherine Pepinster is the first woman to be Editor in Chief of The Tablet 
The Tablet is a British newspaper that focuses on Catholic news, and for 175 years, it was 
solely run by men—until Catherine Pepinster came along. Pepinster started her career in 
journalism as a local reporter in Manchester and Sheffield in 1981. By 1994, she was 
working as an assistant news editor for The Independent on Sunday, where she was 
promoted to executive editor in 2002. Then, in 2003, The Tablet Publishing 
Company named Pepinster editor, a position she officially began at the start of 2004. 
 
2005: Condoleezza Rice becomes the first black woman to serve as U.S. Secretary of State 
Nearly 10 years after Albright made history as the first female Secretary of 
State, Condoleezza Rice became the first black woman to hold the powerful position. 
 
2006: Michelle Bachelet becomes the first female President of Chile 
Following three male presidents since Chile's transition to democracy in 1990, Michelle 
Bachelet was elected president in 2006—the first woman to lead in Chile's history. After 
leaving the position, Bachelet became the first executive director of UN Women, the gender 
equality arm of the United Nations. In 2014, she was reelected as Chile's president, serving 
until 2018. 
 
2007: Nancy Pelosi becomes the first female speaker of the House of Representatives 
Under the leadership of President Bush in 2007, Nancy Pelosi became the 52nd U.S. House 
speaker—the first female in history to serve in the position. Pelosi was first elected to 
Congress in 1987, where she served on the Appropriations and Intelligence Committees. 

https://www.doi.gov/whoweare/past-secretaries#gnorton
https://www.doi.gov/whoweare/past-secretaries#gnorton
https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/about-usda/history/former-secretaries
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https://books.google.com/books?id=_6NtDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA213&lpg=PA213&dq=michelle+bachelet+reelection+1932&source=bl&ots=Q4-dYdtT2C&sig=ACfU3U3ZJQbIcYWnOkbyEXXncML4BVL5VQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3pv71ueTiAhXpQ98KHR6vDcU4ChDoATAMegQICRAB#v=onepage&q=michelle%20bachelet%20reelection%201932&f=false
https://www.speaker.gov/about/
https://www.speaker.gov/about/
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https://history.house.gov/People/Detail/19519
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Pelosi's title makes her the highest-ranking elected woman in United States history—it also 
makes her second in the presidential line of succession. 
  
2009: Nancy Lieberman becomes the first female head coach of an NBA-affiliated team 
The National Basketball Association (NBA) was founded in 1946. More than 60 years 
later, Nancy Lieberman was named head coach of the Texas Legends, an NBA Development 
League team, making her the first woman to lead the coaching staff of an NBA-affiliated 
team. Lieberman had previously been a part of the 1976 U.S. Olympic team for women's 
basketball. 
 
2010: Kathryn Bigelow becomes the first woman to win the Academy Award for Best 
Director Before 2010, only three women had ever been nominated for an Academy Award 
for Best Director: Lina Wertmueller for 1975's Seven Beauties, Jane Campion for 1993's The 
Piano, and Sofia Coppola for 2003's Lost in Translation. But none of them took home the 
coveted gold statue. Then, in 2010, Kathryn Bigelow became the first woman to win the 
Oscar for Best Director for her film The Hurt Locker. 
 
2011: Three women are awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
In 2011, three women were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize: Ellen Johnson 
Sireleaf (Liberia), Leymah Gbowee (Liberia), and Tawakkul Karman (Yemem). Sireleaf was 
the first democratically-elected female President in Africa, Gbowee was known for her 
leadership as the founder of the Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace, and Karman was 
a Yemeni journalist who created the Women Journalists Without Chains organization. 
 
2012: Katy Perry makes history with the hit singles off her album, Teenage Dream 
Having just released her Teenage Dream album, Katy Perry's career was at an all-time high 
in the early 2010s. In 2012, Perry became the second recipient of the Billboard Spotlight 
Award—the first (and only other) recipient being Michael Jackson in 1988. Billboard 
honored Perry with the award for being the first female artist to have five consecutive 
number-one singles on the Billboard Hot 100 chart from one album. 
 
2013: Mary Barra is named the first female CEO of a major automobile manufacturer 
Mary Barra first started working for General Motors when she was just 18 years old. From 
there, she went on to earn her degree in electrical engineering from the General Motors 
Institute before receiving her Master’s Degree from Stanford University in 1990. In 2013, 
she became the first female chief executive officer of General Motors, as well as the first 
woman to lead any major automobile manufacturer. 
 
2014: Mo'ne Davis becomes the first girl to pitch a Little League World Series shutout 
Women can make waves at any age—and 13-year-old Mo'ne Davis proved that by 
becoming the first girl to pitch a shutout game in the Little League World Series (meaning 
the opposing team didn't score a run). Pitching for Philadelphia's Taney Dragons, Davis led 
her team to victory during their first game of the 2014 World Series. It was also Davis' 

https://history.house.gov/Exhibitions-and-Publications/WIC/Historical-Data/Women-Elected-to-Party-Leadership/
https://bestlifeonline.com/presidential-line-of-succession/
https://www.nba.com/heritageweek2007/newleague_071207.html
https://jwa.org/thisweek/nov/04/2009/nancy-lieberman
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/kathryn-bigelow-becomes-the-first-female-director-to-win-an-oscar
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2010/mar/08/kathryn-bigelow-oscars-best-director
https://www.un.org/en/conf/migration/assets/pdf/Ellen-Sirleaf-Bio.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/interactive/womens-participation-in-peace-processes/biography/leymah-gbowee-liberia
https://womenpress.org/en/
https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/467879/katy-perry-makes-hot-100-history-ties-michael-jacksons-record
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/11/business/gm-names-first-female-chief-executive.html
https://www.gm.com/our-company/leadership/corporate-officers.html
https://www.hertz.com/blog/resources/how-mary-barra-became-the-first-female-ceo-of-an-international-automaker
https://www.hertz.com/blog/resources/how-mary-barra-became-the-first-female-ceo-of-an-international-automaker
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/mone-davis-becomes-first-girl-to-throw-llws-shutout/
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second shutout in a row; she had pitched one in the game that qualified the team for the 
series. 
 
2015: Sarah Thomas becomes the first woman to referee for the NFL 
After nearly 100 years as an organization, the National Football League (NFL) finally hired its 
first female referee, Sarah Thomas, in 2015. Thomas previously spent years referring college 
games, as well as NFL practices and training camps. 
 
2016: Hillary Clinton becomes the first female Presidential nominee 
In 2016, Hillary Clinton became the first female Presidential nominee of any major U.S. 
political party. While she ended up losing the race to Republican candidate Donald Trump, 
she still made history and paved the way for future women candidates. 
 
2017: Peggy Whiston breaks the record for the most days spent in space 
Women aren't just making history here on Earth—in 2017, Peggy Whiston recently broke 
the record for the most days spent in space by any NASA astronaut, male or female. 
Selected as an astronaut candidate by NASA in 1996 after earning her doctorate in 
biochemistry from Rice University, Whiston's first trip to the International Space Station 
was in 2002. But in 2016, Whitson arrived again at the International Space Station on 
Expedition 50/51, becoming the oldest woman (at age 56) to fly into space. By 2017, she 
had spent a total of 655 days in space. 
 
2018: Saudi Arabian women earn the right to drive 
The women of Saudi Arabia women had been fighting for the right to operate motor 
vehicles for years. In 1990, women even drove cars around the capital of Riyadh in 
protest before being arrested and having their passports confiscated. Although it took 
decades, their efforts paid off when the newly-appointed Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman reversed the law, and the first driver's licenses were issued to women in 2018. 
 
2019: Activist Greta Thunberg arrives in New York after an emissions-free voyage across 
the Atlantic  The Swedish teenager inspired thousands of people to protest environmental 
ignorance and inaction in the fight against climate change, but she really got the world's 
attention in 2019 when she arrived in New York City after sailing across the Atlantic Ocean 
in a zero-emissions vessel. The journey took two weeks and earned Thunberg the title of 
TIME's Person of the Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://abcnews.go.com/Sports/mone-davis-pitches-shutout-league-world-series/story?id=25002897
http://www.nfl.com/history/chronology/1869-1910
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/10/sport/sarah-
https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/2016-conventions/hillary-clinton-becomes-first-female-nominee-major-u-s-political-n617406
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/05/2016-election-hillary-clinton-campaign-loses-defeated-donald-trump-213924
https://www.space.com/38691-peggy-whitson-astronaut-biography.html
https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts/biographies/peggy-a-whitson
http://www.arabnews.com/node/325728
http://www.arabnews.com/node/325728
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=97541372
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=97541372
https://www.npr.org/2018/06/24/622990978/saudi-arabia-lifts-ban-on-women-drivers
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-49918719
https://www.npr.org/2019/08/28/754818342/teen-climate-activist-greta-thunberg-arrives-in-new-york-after-sailing-the-atlan
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Hidden Figures 
Taraji P. Henson gives a breathtaking performance as real-life math whiz Katherine G. 
Johnson in this inspiring historical film about NASA. It follows the incredible scientific 
contributions of African-American women during The Space Race in the 1960s. Johnson was 
responsible for figuring out the complicated math that helped with key missions. The story 
also features Octavia Spencer as Dorothy Vaughn, a supervisor who basically figured out the 
first computers, in a role which earned her an Oscar nomination,. Janelle Monae plays Mary 
Jackson, NASA's first black female engineer. It's a great movie to watch with the whole 
family, including young daughters. Destined to become a classic, it's a feel-good movie that 
showcases the amazing accomplishments of black female scientists in the midst of the civil 
rights era. 
 
Jackie 
Natalie Portman earned a Best Actress Oscar nomination for her stirring performance as a 
fearless First Lady moving through personal and national tragedy. This is the story of Jackie 
Kennedy's impressive strength as she endures the aftermath of her husband's assassination. 
Jackie became a fashion icon, but her natural courage and resolve showed the country what 
grace under pressure looks like in action—especially during unimaginable grief.  
 
Suffragette 
A powerhouse cast stars in this gritty story of the suffragette movement in the early 1900s 
in England. Meryl Streep, Carey Mulligan, and Helena Bonham Carter play activist women 
with spines of steel. The film doesn't shy away from the brutal circumstances for women 
and children in the time before women's rights took hold. The intrepid characters are 
beaten and imprisoned to secure equal rights—including the right to vote.  
 
Norma Rae 
Sally Field was a paragon of grit and grace in this true story about factory worker Crystal Lee 
Sutton who succeeded in bringing a labor union to her unfair workplace. The film's iconic 
scene follows Sutton's own act of brave defiance—climbing on a table and holding up a 
powerful sign for coworkers to read. The film's stirring reenactment sends a powerful 
message about women's rights and their roles as leaders.  
 
A League of Their Own 
With most able-bodied men off fighting in WWII, America turned to women's baseball for 
entertainment. The All-American Girls Professional Baseball League lasted for a decade, and 
this dramedy follows a fictional account of the league's history and legacy. Tom Hanks plays 
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a coach who slowly comes to respect the strength and talent of female athletes. Geena 
Davis and Lori Petty star as sisters who compete against each other on opposing teams in 
the World Series.  
 
The Joy Luck Club 
This intense drama, based on Amy Tan's novel of the same name, shows the tenacity and 
strength of four Chinese women as they endure the trials of immigration and raising their 
daughters in America. The story's heart is in the contemporary, relatable mother-daughter 
conflicts that contrast to flashbacks to life in China—often filled with struggle and 
heartache. The movie shows younger generations that they can't always know what their 
moms have endured for them. And if they did, they would be in awed by their courage and 
character. The Joy Luck Club is a beautiful celebration of Chinese culture and the bonds 
between women.  
 
 A Miss Representation 
The film gained critical acclaim and started social action movements to redress how women 
and girls are misrepresented in film, advertisements, and other visual media. The film 
shows teenage girls that long for positive role models. This powerful film shows the 
problems with gender stereotypes but also advocates for positive and powerful solutions. 
This film is a must-see for understanding our current media climate and its effects on young 
women and girls. 
 
Frida 
This visually striking biopic documents the life of famed Mexican artist Frida Kahlo—a 
woman whose artistic originality paralleled her passionate life. Salma Hayek was nominated 
for an Oscar for her stunning performance of Kahlo's often tragic but always brazen life and 
times. This movie shows the difficult path for female painters who are often overlooked, as 
is Kahlo by her husband, Diego Rivera (Alfred Molina) and the larger art scene. Still, she 
perseveres by creating stunning surrealist works that are now included in all canons of great 
art. 
 
Mildred Pierce 
Joan Crawford stars as the original career woman, Mildred Pierce. She supports her 
unemployed husband with her awesome kitchen skills—selling cakes and pies. But he can't 
handle her independence, so they separate. Soon, Mildred's balancing single motherhood 
with running her own business. After her marriage ends, she follows her ambitions instead 
of sulking and soon runs a successful chain of restaurants. It's truly a story about the 
tenacity of an independent woman. 
 
Confirmation 
Kerry Washington gives a riveting performance as Anita Hill, the woman who accused then-
Supreme Court nominee Clarence Thomas of sexual harassment in the workplace. This true 
story drama premiered on HBO, and it shines a lens on Hill's courageous testimony and 
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ethical resolve in the face of media scrutiny and character slams. The film also shows how 
Hill's testimony, as grueling as it was, paved the way for other women to come forward 
with similar claims. 
  
Gloria: In Her Own Words 
Gloria Steinem is an iconic feminist role model and activist leader, her career spanning 
decades. HBO's documentary shows the writer's life trajectory and powerful impact on the 
women's movement and the history of contemporary feminism. Steinem famously went 
undercover as a Playboy bunny in the early 1960s, documenting women's objectification 
and the perils of living under sexism. In this film, you get to see her interviewed in her own 
apartment and reflecting on a life lived in the service of women's rights. It's an inspiring 
look at a passionate and political life. 
 
All About My Mother 
Spanish director Pedro Almodóvar is famous for using melodrama, that conventional 
women's genre to showcase the fearless lives of his female characters. This movie won the 
Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film for its compassionate portrayal of women 
from all walks of life, an actress, a nun, a trans woman, and a grieving mother who has just 
lost her son. The director ends the film with a passionate dedication: "To all actresses who 
have played actresses, to all women who act, to men who act and become women, to all 
people who want to become mothers. To my mother." It's a film that celebrates 
motherhood and women and shows caregiving as art. 
  
Daughters of the Dust 
Julie Dash's masterful arthouse drama is a beautiful meditation on generations of Gullah 
island women at the turn of the century. Living on an island off the southern coast of South 
Carolina, three generations consider migrating to the mainland to embark on more modern 
living. Island life represents heritage and culture and a connection to ancestors, while the 
move represents a fresh start. The acclaimed film is visually lovely, employing gorgeous 
cinematography and poetic dialogue. It was the first film directed by an African-American 
woman to be released theatrically in the U.S. This cinematic rhapsody shows the rich Gullah 
culture, the strength and elegance of black women, and their enduring support of each 
other. 
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